His face shone like the sun
THURSDAY AUGUST 6 (Mt 17,1-9)

God is eternal light. The light envelops God, the Lord, like a cloak: “No longer shall the sun be your light by day, nor shall the brightness of the moon give you light by night; Rather, the LORD will be your light forever, your God will be your glory. No longer will your sun set, or your moon wane; For the LORD will be your light forever, and the days of your grieving will be over.” (Is 60,19-20). “Bless the LORD, my soul! LORD, my God, you are great indeed! You are clothed with majesty and splendor, robed in light as with a cloak. You spread out the heavens like a tent; setting the beams of your chambers upon the waters. You make the clouds your chariot; traveling on the wings of the wind. You make the winds your messengers; flaming fire, your ministers. (Ps 104 (103) 1-4). The house of God is an inaccessible light: “I charge [you] before God, who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus, who gave testimony under Pontius Pilate for the noble confession, to keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ that the blessed and only ruler will make manifest at the proper time, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, and whom no human being has seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal power. Amen.” (1Tm 6,13-16). No Angel ever came forward dressed in light. Always with white, pure clothes. Only God is light and only He is clothed in light. 

Moses remains on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. In the presence of the light of the Lord, his face is saturated with light: “As Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant in his hands, he did not know that the skin of his face had become radiant while he spoke with the LORD. When Aaron, then, and the other Israelites saw Moses and noticed how radiant the skin of his face had become, they were afraid to come near him. Only after Moses called to them did Aaron and all the leaders of the community come back to him. Moses then spoke to them. Later, all the Israelites came up to him, and he enjoined on them all that the LORD had told him on Mount Sinai. When Moses finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. Whenever Moses entered the presence of the LORD to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out again. On coming out, he would tell the Israelites all that he had been commanded. Then the Israelites would see that the skin of Moses’ face was radiant; so he would again put the veil over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD.” (Ex 34,29-35). Jesus is not saturated with light, He is Light from Light. He is generated by the Eternal Light who is his Father. In his divine Person and Nature He is Eternal Light. On the mountain He shows his disciples that He is not an Angel, he is not only the Envoy from God. He in his Nature and divine Person is God, because He is Light. 

At that time, Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow over them, then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell prostrate and were very much afraid. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and do not be afraid.” And when the disciples raised their eyes, they saw no one else but Jesus alone. As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, “Do not tell the vision to anyone until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The miracles performed by Jesus attest that He is infinitely beyond any prophet sent by God and any other man who preceded him. The Light that surrounds his whole person reveals that He is beyond Moses and beyond every Angel in heaven. He is really, substantially, naturally, and personally God. The Father attests that He is his Beloved Son. He must be listened to as a true man, but also as a true God. Moses is His servant. Jesus is His Son. Moses, the Law, and Elijah, the Prophets testify for Him. His every Word is the purest truth. Only his Word is truth. It must be listened to.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make us true listener of Christ Jesus our God and our Lord.
